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SUBJ: ANALYSIS OP THE NAKHON SI THAMMARAT DEMONSTRATION 

REF: A. BANGKOK 5521 (SONGKHLA 46); B. BANGKOK 5959 
(SONGKHLA 49) 

SUMMARY. STUDENTS AND POLITICAL ACTIVISTS CHOSE TO MAKE THE 
ARREST OP 17 RIOTERS IN THE SOUTHERN PROVINCE OP NAKHON SI THAMMARAT 
A TEST OP THEIR ABILITY TO PROMOTE A MORE JUST SOCIETY. PRIME 
MINISTER KHUKRIT PRAMOT RESPONDED TO THEIR PROTEST BY RELEASING 
THOSE RIOTERS WHO COMMITTED A POLITICAL ACT AND BRINGING 
TO TRIAL ONLY THOSE AGAINST WHOM EVIDENCE OP CRIMINAL ACTIONS 
EXISTS. THIS DECISION LED TO A POLICE STRIKE IN THE SOUTH, WHICH 
ENDED ONLY WHEN KHUKRIT AGREED TO SATISFY SOME OF THE POLICEMEN'S 
DEMANDS. KHUKRIT HAS RESOLVED THE CURRENT CRISIS BY FLEXIBLY 
RESPONDING TO BOTH THOSE WHO DEMAND JUSTICE AND THOSE WHO SEE 
LAW AND ORDER AS PARAMOUNT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . STUDENTS AND POLITICAL ACTIVISTS CHOSE TO MAKE THE ARREST 
OP 17 RIOTERS CONNECTED WITH THE BURNING AND LOOTING OF THE GOVER- 
NOR'S HOUSE IN NAKHON SI THAMMARAT ANOTHER TEST OP "PEOPLE 
POWER." SOME LIBERAL POLITICIANS INCLUDING DEMOCRAT AND 
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SOCIALIST PARTY MP'S ALSO TOOK THE SIDE OP THE PROTESTORS, 
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PERHAPS FOR MORE IMMEDIATE POLITICAL REASONS. THE ACTIVISTS CLAIMED 
THAT FORMER GOVERNOR KLAI CHITPHITAK'S MISMANAGEMENT AND 
CORRUPTION IN HANDLING FLOOD RELIEF SUPPLIES CAUSED THE RIOT IN 
THE FIRST PLACE. THEY SEE HIM AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE OLD 
SYSTEM. THEY WONDER WHY THE "INVESTIGATION" OF ALLEGED RIOTERS 
AND LOOTERS, WHICH LED TO THE ARREST OF 17 PEOPLE WHO THEY SAY 
WERE ONLY DEMANDING JUSTICE AND FAIR TREATMENT, TOOK LESS TIME 
THAN THE INVESTIGATION AGAINST GOVERNOR KLAI. INDEED, THERE 
APPEARS TO BE NO ACTION AT ALL ON THE PUBLIC CHARGES AGAINST 
HIM. THE PROTESTORS POINT OUT THAT THE PROTEST WAS A POLITICAL 
ACT. THEY SEEM WILLING TO ACCEPT THAT BURNING 
AND LOOTING ARE CRIMINAL ACTS, AND THAT IF THE POLICE HAVE 
CLEAR EVIDENCE AGAINST THE SEVEN ALLEGED ARSONISTS AND LOOTERS, 
THEY SHOULD TRY THEM PUBLICLY. THEY BELIEVE THE AUTHORITIES HAVE 
NO RIGHT, HOWEVER, TO HOLD THE OTHER TEN PEOPLE WHO WERE ONLY 
DEMONSTRATING AGAINST CORRUPTION. 

2. THE ELEMENTS OF A JUST AND LEGAL RESOLUTION OF THIS 
CONFRONTATION ARE EASILY DEFINED: RELEASE THE PEOPLE FOR WHOM 
NO CRIMINAL EVIDENCE EXISTS; TRY THE ALLEGED ARSONISTS AND 
LOOTERS; COMPLETE THE INVESTIGATION OF CHARGES AGAINST FORMER 
GOVERNOR KLAI, AND PUNISH HIM IF WARRANTED. KHUKRIT HAS TAKEN 
THE FIRST TWO OF THESE THREE ACTIONS. POLICEMEN AND SOME 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARE UPSET OVER KHUKRIT'S DECISION ON THE 
FIRST TWO. THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE REPORTEDLY THREATENED 
TO RESIGN. SOME POLICE IN THE SOUTH WENT ON A FOUR-DAY STRIKE 
BEFORE KHUKRIT FINALLY ACCEPTED THEIR DEMAND THAT HE ANNOUNCE 
THAT HE HAD RELEASED THE PROTESTORS FOR POLITICAL REASONS, NOT 
FOR LACK OF EVIDENCE. HE ALSO PROMISED TO OUTLINE THE 
GOVERNMENT'S POLICY FOR HANDLING FUTURE DEMONSTRATIONS. 

3. REPRESENTATIVES OF AUTHORITY BELIEVE KHUKRIT HAS KNUCKLED 
UNDER; THEY SAY THAT DEMOCRACY WILL NEVER SUCCEED IF THAILAND 
DOES NOT MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER. THE POLITICAL ACTIVISTS 
CONCENTRATE ON THE ISSUE OF JUSTICE; THEY BELIEVE THAT THE STRIKING 
POLICEMEN WANT TO SACRIFICE IT ON THE ALTAR OF LAW AND ORDER. 
KHUKRIT HAS TRIED TO RESPOND TO BOTH NECESSITIES. HE HAS 
CONCEDED TO SOME OF THE STUDENT DEMANDS AND ALSO TO THE POLICE 
PROTESTORS. 
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4. CONCLUSION: THE STUDENTS' REVOLUTION WILL CONTINUE IN 
OTHER PLACES AND AT OTHER TIMES. GOVERNOR KLAI AND HIS 
HOUSE ARE ONLY SYMBOLS OF THE OLD BUREAUCRATIC POLITICAL 
PROCESS THAT THE STUDENTS WANT TO ROOT OUT. THE CONSERVATIVES 
WILL GO ON ADVOCATING GREATER AUTHORITARIANISM. IF KHUKRIT 
CONTINUES TO PARTIALLY SATISFY BOTH THE PEOPLE WHO WANT 
SOCIAL CHANGE AND THOSE WHO WANT LAW AND ORDER, HE COULD 
SLOW DOWN THE INCREASING TENDENCY TOWARD POLITICAL POLARIZA- 
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TION BETWEEN LEET AND RIGHT. 
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